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Types of Reviews

»Environmental review 

o Complete State Environmental Review Process 

(SERP) for DWSRF Program (NEPA-like process)

o Comply with State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)

»Cultural/historical review

o Comply with National Historic Preservation Act, 

Section 106
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Projects that Require Review

»All projects with a federal nexus

oPermit, license, and approval

oFederal lands

oFunding (in whole or part)

»All DWSRF projects
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Environmental Review

»Complete State Environmental Review Process 

(SERP)

oComplete SEPA

oPublish for public comment 

oStart Immediately 
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Complete SEPA

»Complete SEPA at local level

oPermits, funds and activities

oLocal entity is the lead agency

»Send SEPA determination and supporting 

documents to DWSRF Coordinator 

oecology.wa.gov/regulations -permits/SEPA-

environmental -review

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/SEPA-environmental-review
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Publish

»Applicant publishes determination according to 

SEPA standards 

oPublish at least once

oSEPA Register is mandatory

»Send proof of publication

oAffidavit of publication

o Any comments received 
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SEPA-Exempt Projects

»Still need documentation on how the project is 
exempt

o Letter stating determination and what exemption 
being claimed

o If any aspect of project is not exempt whole project 
not exempt

»Consider the entire project, not just the pipe size

»Make sure itõs truly exempt

»SEPA exemption must still be published

o Template available

o May be combined with Section 106 publication
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When Project Already Completed SEPA

»SEPA determinations do not expire

oEnvironment does change

oMay be asked to amend, if needed

o If older than 5 years will need to be reaffirmed

»Previous SEPA and/or NEPA determinations may 

be adopted by DWSRF program

»Send determinations and supporting documents 

to DOH
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Cultural/Historical Review

òêCongress established a comprehensive program 
to preserve the historical and cultural foundations.  
Section 106 of NHPA ê requires Federal agencies to
consider the effects of their actions on historic 
properties and ê ensure preservation values are 
factored into planning and decisions .ó

oSection 106 National Historic Preservation Act 

(federal)

oItõs a process, not an outcome
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In Other Words

»Federal nexus: Required to go through process

»Take into account the undertaking on 

cultural/historical properties

»Consult Department of Archeology and Historic 

Preservation, Tribes, and interested parties

»Provide the public an opportunity for 

input/comment
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What Are the Steps?

1. Initiate the process

2. Identify historic properties

3. Assessadverse effects

4. Resolve adverse effects

5. Proceed
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Section 106 Review Process
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Section 106 Review Process
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Step 1: Initiate 

»Coordinate with Cultural and Environmental 

Program Specialist 

oEZ1 form

oMaps

oDrawings

oScope of work 
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What is an òUndertaking?ó

»A project, activity, or program funded in whole or 

in part under the direct or indirect jurisdiction of 

a federal agency, including those carried out by 

or on behalf of a federal agency 

»Those carried out with federal financial 

assistance.

»Those requiring a federal permit, license, or 

approval

36 CFR 800.16(y)
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Already Completed Reviews?

»Other reviews done through other agencies may 
be considered (send to DOH).

»May be able to adopt previous federal 
determinations.

»May not adopt GEO 21-02 determinations.

»Previous work may be considered to make a new 
DOH determination. 

»Does previous work expire?

oDepends on scope, APE, location and type of 
work. 



WA State DOH | 17

Section 106 Review Process
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Step 2: Identify 

»What is the area of potential effect (APE)? It is the 

area where an undertaking: 

oMay cause direct or indirect changes in the 

character or use of a historic property

»The APE is determined through the consideration 

of the effect on: 

oVisual and audible intrusions ( Viewshed)

oChanges in traffic patterns and alterations in 

land use or public access 
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Historic Properties 

»Identify:

o Initial assessment

o Consultation

»Evaluate significance: 

o Determine significance of the property

oDetermine affect of undertaking on the 

significance of the property

»Historic properties as defined by the National 

Register of Historic Places (in NHPA)
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Examples of Historic Properties 

Source: National Park

Benewah Milk Bottle

Historic property listed in the 

National Register of Historic Places

Spokane, c.1935

Source: National Park Service
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Examples of Historic Properties

Quonset Hut
Commercial Building
Prosser, C.1950

Source: National Park Service
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Examples of Historic Properties 

WWII Era Cottage House

Spokane, C.1953

Source: National Park Service
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Traditional Cultural Properties (TCP)


